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HAVE THIS MIND
We are to bring our thoughts into 

captivity, casting down imaginations and 
every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God (2 Corinthians 
10:5) and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ. We 
were never given a spirit of fear, but 
of power, love, and a sound mind (2 
Timothy 1:7). And we should love the 
Lord with all our heart, soul, and mind 
(Matthew 22:37; see also Luke 10:27). 
The book of Mark (12:30) says it this 
way, “And thou shalt love the Lord they 
God will all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength.” These instructions are 
the key to having the mind of Christ 
Jesus live inside us. You see, Mark gives 
us the first commandment. Our number 
one thing to do as we journey in the 
wilderness is to get into our right mind! 
And what is the second commandment? 
To love our neighbor as ourselves. There 
is no other commandment greater than 
these two. 

The mind of Christ, being in one 
accord with the Father, living in the 
bodily form of Jesus, and faithful unto 
His death on the Cross, redeemed us. 
His love and compassion for us, telling 
us the hard things, the needful things, 
the just things, are exactly the same 
things He was willing to do Himself. A 
teacher who is unwilling to do the hard 
stuff and experience them is not really 
a teacher. They are a scam artist. To 
truly be in integrity with God, Christ 

Jesus became sin, experienced it, and 
learned of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil after Adam fell and died. 
He achieved what He set out to do: the 
Father’s will.

Love, agape love, has structure. It is not 
a weed in the wind. It has a set course. 
It is righteous and reveals justice and 
wisdom, correction and compassion. 
It gives those who seek it instructions 
on how to build properly, not from a 
lowly position, but one where we look 
high above the noise, stand on the love 
of God, and humble ourselves to His 
service and His will. 

It is up to us to choose to be born 
again and let the mind of Christ become 
our standard. When that decision 
is made, we should set our mind on 
learning what needs corrected in our 
thinking and commit to casting down 
thoughts that do not align with His. Are 
we going to be in the right all the time? 
No. However, with each new experience 
we need to learn and adjust course. We 
all have baggage passed down through 
generations and through our own 
experiences. Yet, a righteous man does 
not stay down when he falls, he gets 
back up, again, and again.

Don’t quit. Adjust course and realign 
with the Father. He’ll be there when you 
fall, you just have to commit to stand up 
not matter what. Amen.

Blessings and honor,

Angela Errett

EDITOR’S LETTER glorymagazinewv.com
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Let this mind 
be in you, 

WHICH WAS ALSO 
IN CHRIST JESUS: WHO, 
BEING IN THE FORM OF 
GOD, THOUGHT IT NOT 

ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL 
WITH GOD:

But made 
himself of no 

reputation, AND 
TOOK UPON HIM THE 
FORM OF A SERVANT, 

AND WAS MADE IN THE 
LIKENESS OF MEN:

AND BEING FOUND IN 
FASHION AS A MAN, 
he humbled 

himself, 
and became 

obedient 
unto death, 

EVEN THE DEATH OF 
THE CROSS.

Philippians 2:5-8 (KJV)

http://www.glorymagazinewv.com
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by Bob Jacobus

  Immortal, 
     Invisible, Except…

How does one begin to describe 
God? Immortal is a good place to 
start–no beginning and no end. 
Invisible is also a good foundational point–
hidden and unseen–God often works behind a 
curtain. Except…how do you explain the only 
begotten son who claimed to be God? People 
saw Him; He was clearly visible. The man Jesus 
began in Bethlehem and died on a cross in 
Jerusalem. How can one who claims to be God 
be born and then expire? Only in faith can a 
person begin to see the greatness, wonder, and 
beauty of God.

 Immortal is an adjective that means “living 
or lasting forever” (from a review of top 
dictionaries). For some reason, the beginning is 

not addressed in the definition. It could be there 
is a distinction between eternal and immortal 
that has to do with beginnings. God is infinite, 
an entity that is self-existing, without origin. 

The thing is, if people have been created, 
then people have a beginning, and there has 
to be a pre-existing creator. If we humans were 
created with an intuitive knowledge of eternity, 
then there is also a hidden desire to participate. 
Who can fully understand that God made 
such a provision for that experience through 
immortality? Only in the concept of Jesus, the 
Messiah. God is omnipotent and all-powerful; 
He can do anything He pleases without any 
effort on His part. A caveat; it pleases God 
to be Holy, it pleases God to be righteous, it 
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FOR IN CHRIST ALL THE 
FULLNESS OF THE DIETY

 Lives in bodily 
form. 

Colossians 2:9 (NIV)

Another Quick Point

In order for people to become like true children of 
God, they must know good and evil. If they know evil, 
they must be rescued from its eternal outcomes. God’s 
solution is the new birth. Getting there was incorporated 
into the whole creation project, a subject that would fill 
a book. Now, look at the consistency of God.

 In Jesus, God was able to experience birth as a creature 
and all the growing pains that go with it. He experienced 
every sort of evil but remained true to divine holiness. 
He experienced death and separation. In Jesus, the God 
who is eternal knew death firsthand yet did not die. He 
ushered in the reality of the resurrection for all to see 
and God’s plan of salvation, provisional death, and a 
new birth into the family of God. To do all this, the 
Lord needed a body that allowed Him to behave as God. 
Also, according to human terms and definitions, God 
had to become mortal before he became immortal.

All one must do is acknowledge God with an unbiased 
heart, and then the invisible becomes visible. The glory 
of the Son is visible, the works of His hands become 
visible, and faith is not so blind anymore. Now, then, 
“Deep honor and bright glory to the King of all time. 
One God, Immortal, Invisible, ever and always. Oh, 
Yes!” (1 Timothy 1:17 MSG)

pleases God to be merciful, and so on. He will not do 
anything that contradicts His nature.   

Another aspect of God is a Triune nature. This, too, 
is a great, wonderous, and beautiful concept that can 
only be understood by faith. Verbal descriptions and 
definitions only dance on the fringes of the Trinity. First 
thing, God did not decide to have a triune nature. It has 
always existed. One cannot even say God Almighty was 
born that way because God is infinite. Humans exist 
only because God has a Triune nature, and salvation is 
only possible because of this nature.

Being omniscient or all-knowing, God had an 
institutional knowledge of creation, life, and death but 
not experiential knowledge. A great and mighty God, 
just and righteous, Holy and complete, not only desired 
the empirical knowledge of creation but needed it. Part of 
God’s intrinsic person is that of a father. A father desires 
to have children! The triune person of the Father could 
not experience fatherhood without children. Children 
need to be like their parents, and a mere creature in the 
image of the eternal is not quite enough. The person of 
the Son could not experience family nuances unless He 
had a mother and siblings.

In order for God’s family to identify with their father, 
they had to have experiential knowledge of a spiritual 
father; they had to have a spirit. So, man was created 
with a nature that incorporated a couple of trinities. 
Have you heard of body, soul, and spirit? Or mind, will, 
and emotions? It should not be surprising since a little 
bit of a creator is imparted to their creation. Consider 
the arts. Paintings bear so much of the painter’s soul and 
mannerisms that the astute student can tell who painted 
a work before seeing a name. In music, one can identify 
the author by the lyrics and the performing artist by 
tone and tempo. One can identify a preacher by his 
voice, message, and delivery. The preacher prepares or 
creates his message; however, if this is truly what God 
wants to say, then one can identify with it through the 
Spirit because the original creator is behind it all.

He has made everything beautiful in its time. 
HE HAS ALSO SET ETERNITY IN THE HUMAN HEART; 

YET NO ONE CAN FATHOM WHAT GOD HAS DONE FROM 
BEGINNING TO END.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NIV)
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My studies have made me realize 
that when reading the Bible, there 
is an opportunity to view it from 
multiple dimensions. Reading the 
Bible in a year is a great occasion 
to see a limited overview of the 
dynamics of what, where, when, 
and a little about how God works 
(even if we don’t fully understand). 
We can glean wisdom, correction, 
direction, behavior, and boundaries 
which we should live by, as well 
as the many examples of love, 
blessings, and promises God 
mercifully provides His people: 
those who choose to honor Him 
and those who celebrate His Son. 
This revelation and acceptance 
into one’s belief system ultimately 
builds faith. Faith is necessary to 
believe in Him and choose His 
path for our lives. This process, if 
acted upon, leads to the infilling of 
the Holy Spirit and a pathway into 
maturity in the Kingdom system.

When a person reaches that stage 
in life, whether young, like David, 
or older, like Abraham, they can 
build upon that foundation by 

asking for eyes to see and ears to 
hear what the Spirit would have 
them listen to and learn in the 
pages of the Bible. Digging deeper 
into the intricacies and context of 
the Bible, researching word origins, 
and modeling their lives after His 
through self-reflection, correction, 
discipline, and repentance, they can 
ask for revelation that does not go 
amiss. This communication occurs 
by asking from an upward posture 
of faith and belief in God’s finished 
works and through worshipping 
Him in Spirit and Truth. However, 
if one is unwilling to do the work, 
their posture will remain lowly, 
in a small space unable to see 
beyond the truth they have created 
for themselves, or have been 
misled to accept fallacies as truth.

Contact, the 1985 novel by Carl 
Sagan, was adapted and made into a 
film in 1997. It is one of my favorite 
movies. It helped me to think 
beyond the physical space around 
me. The movie presents many 
complex themes and dynamics that 
anyone can associate with. One of 

And grieve not 
the holy Spirit 

of God, 
WHEREBY YE ARE

SEALED UNTO THE DAY 
OF REDEMPTION. LET 
ALL BITTERNESS, AND 
WRATH, AND ANGER, 
AND CLAMOUR, AND 

EVIL SPEAKING, BE PUT 
AWAY FROM YOU, WITH 
ALL MALICE: AND BE YE 
KIND ONE TO ANOTHER, 

TENDERHEARTED, 
FORGIVING ONE 

ANOTHER, EVEN AS GOD 
FOR CHRIST’S SAKE HATH 

FORGIVEN YOU. 
Ephesians 4:30-32 (KJV)

by Angela Errett

What 
You Have 

Faith In
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them is when they receive the alien 
signal from Vega, the brightest 
star in the northern sky, and it 
turns out to be more than just a 
communication signal. It contains 
a structure with pictures, audio, 
and schematics for a transportation 
vehicle. Spoiler alert, they must 
place the schematics into a fourth 
dimension to read them correctly. 
A  primer is used to bend the 
pages into four dimensions, and 
the information comes into focus.

Another theme is the journey 
of Dr. Arroway, a SETI (search 
for extraterrestrial intelligence) 
scientist, which allows the viewer 
to see two positions: belief in the 
science and technology to prove 
the existence of a type of alien 
(something not of this world 
like a spirit, possibly out of our 
physical dimension), or belief 
in God, the creator of all, who is 
Spirit and has not been proved 
by scientific measures. At one 
point, Dr. Arroway had faith that 
the aliens knew what they were 
doing and the technology used to 
build the machine would work. 
She ultimately gets the chance to 
become the first human to test 
it out. Yet, Palmer Joss, “a man 
of the cloth, without the cloth,” 
questions whether someone who 
doesn’t believe in a  higher power, 
i.e., God, is suitable to represent 
humanity. In the end, Dr. Arroway 
has an experience she can’t prove 
happened physically, yet she knows 

with every ounce of her being 
she experienced something real. 

From these two examples, they 
received information but had a 
new way of understanding them 
when another dimension was 
added. A primer; one discovered 
by scientists to build the machine, 
and another was found in Dr. 
Arroway’s experience. She may 
not have believed in God but did 
realize something other than just 
her existence was out there and 
real, even though she couldn’t 
produce sufficient physical 
evidence other than her encounter. 

The same goes for anyone 
reading the pages of the Bible. 
Even though it was written 
many years ago, its message 
with vast intricacies, containing 
unmeasurable knowledge, requires 
us to see beyond the black and 
white. It is written so concisely 
that even a child can understand 
the love, mercy, blessing, and 
requirements it portrays because 
it is Truth. It is Light and the 
knowledge of the Kingdom. And 
where the Word is, it will not 
return void when read or spoken 
aloud. I believe the “dumbing 
down” of the Word has had a 
detrimental effect on our society by 
removing truths, not only through 
false doctrine but especially for 
children not hearing the Word 
as preached by Jesus and the lack 
of Holy-Spirit-led spiritual and 
prophetic teaching in the Church.

The Ultimate Primer

Moving into a position of 
maturity requires us to look 
deeper with the assistance of 
the Helper, the Comforter–The 
Holy Spirit. He is the primer 
to building the Kingdom, 
who searches the mind of 
God and brings to those who 
fellowship with Him great 
revelation and mysteries to 
be revealed in God’s timing. 

God always meets us at our 
level of knowledge of Him. He 
is a gentleman, ever patient and 
kind, but knows that without 
resistance, most will not move 
into deep understanding with 
Him. We ask amiss when we are 
not continually growing in our 
knowledge of the Kingdom and 
the ways of the Lord through the 
Holy Spirit. The Bible is alive 
because our God lives. Truth 
with revelation gives way to 
expanding the Kingdom of God 
as He wills it. We are to press into 
His presence and follow where 
He leads us. It is an individual 
salvation, not a collective 
one, where God gave some 
apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers to edify, instruct, 
and improve the body of Christ.
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If we are to accomplish 
something for the Kingdom, it 
usually comes with a sign. A sign 
that you alone cannot achieve it. 
Your gifts, training, and maturity 
help prepare you for each new 
assignment; however, expansion 
does not come to the idol nor to 
the undisciplined. It is a personal, 
intentional commitment, a 
marriage, you could say, to place 
the needs of our assignment 
from God above the wants of 
our flesh. A hard path to follow. 
A narrow one, that if it is chosen, 
nothing shall be impossible 
for those who walk with God.

Another truth is those old 
wineskins cannot hold new 
wine. This applies not only to 
fermenting wine (see Matthew 
9:16-17) but to every system of 
operation that we build in our 
minds about the knowledge of 
who God is and what gifts He has 
given us while we’re here to use 
for His Kingdom. And it applies 
to the path He directs us to travel 
to achieve His will. Notice it’s 
His will, not our own, that will 
be achieved. Yet on that path, He 
gives us the desires of our hearts. 
He loves a cheerful giver because 
He gave first from His heart!

Commit to the 
Lord whatever 

you do, 
and He will 

establish your plans. 
Proverbs 16:3 (KJV)

”

”

But when ye pray, 
use not vain repetitions, as 

the heathen do: 
for they think that they shall be heard 

for their much speaking. Be not ye 
therefore like unto them:

 for your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, 

before ye ask him.
After this manner therefore pray ye: 

(The Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. 

Amen.

Matthew 6:7-13 (KJV)
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Here is an example of old 
structures or systems trying to 
grow the Kingdom without 
seeking God’s will first. Just 
before the Lord’s Prayer (see 
page 6), the Bible speaks of vain 
repetitions in the sixth chapter of 
the book of Matthew. Praying for 
something repeatedly or reciting 
words for the sake of repeating 
them that does not align with 
God’s will, has no power. Jesus 
immediately speaks the words of 
God, which line up with His will. 
Nowhere does He give a petition 
for what He wants or needs 
because the point is to listen to 
God’s will and have faith that 
all your needs are met. Blessings 
will chase those who chase 
God. You see, we sow spiritual 
seeds with our intentions and 
actions. Surrendering to His will 
allows us to do the impossible 
through faith in His works. 

There is only one commodity 
on earth that we cannot replace, 
no matter how early we get up, 
how diligently we work and 
study, or how much money we 
make, and that is time. God is 
the creator of all things, and 
no matter how hard the world 
tries through despotism, trans-
humanism, technology, or 
searching for a “new Eden” in 
the closest solar system, they will 
never be able to buy enough time 
to keep from the judgment seat of 
Christ (see 2 Corinthians 5:10). 
It is written that it is appointed 
for men to die once, but after 
this the judgment (see Hebrews 

9:27-28). And if we are born 
again, in Christ, in Spirit, the 
Mercy Seat of God will prevail.

In Latin, the word insanity has 
multiple ways to be interpreted. 
Not only does it mean mad, 
but also unsound in mind or 
unhealthy. Another definition 
given to us by Albert Einstein is 
to do the same things repeatedly, 
expecting different results. Is 
it healthy to do the same thing 
repeatedly, expecting a different 
result? Why are so many in 
the Body of Christ continually 
doing the same things, using 
the same systems (albeit with 
newer, fancier technology), and 
expecting a different result? 
Would that not also be what we 
have been witnessing, a dead end 
for the growth of the Body having 
a form of godliness but denying 
its power? (see 2 Timothy 3:5)

Experiencing The Holy 
Ghost Replaces Old 
Systems

Old systems should be built 
upon, not left to languish and 
be void of power. Don’t be afraid 
of the unknown. As the disciples 
moved from being chosen to 
believing, to being students, 
to immolating the Teacher, 
to being filled with the Holy 
Ghost, we too must be willing to 
walk away from mindsets, false 
doctrines, and worldly systems 
and have faith that the Lord will 
make it happen. Again, we must 

be disciplined and committed 
to working out our salvation.

One last thing about the 
movie, in the final moments, a 
discussion about Dr. Arroway’s 
recording during her time in 
the machine reveals that though 
everyone saw the vehicle drop 
straight into the ocean, it had 
captured 18 hours of static. No 
one told her. If Dr. Arroway 
learned about the recording, 
would she be more apt to believe 
and share her experience far and 
wide? The Bible is our recording, 
and its pages reveal Truth. 
The Holy Ghost is our Primer 
and puts the pieces together 
for each individual and is the 
Helper Jesus promised us for our 
journey, our assignment. The 
light and the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, the Kingdom, 
is at hand. Will you have faith 
and move into that glory?

FOR GOD HATH 
NOT GIVEN US 
THE SPIRIT OF 
FEAR; BUT OF 

power, 
and of 

love, and 
of a sound 

mind. 
2 Timothy 1:7 (KJV)
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REVEALING God’s Glory
By Al Tucker

I celebrated my 80th birthday 
on August 31, 2022. Never 
in my wildest imagination 
would I have thought my 
best birthday gift turning 80 

would be learning that my physical 
heart was wonky. Wonky? What in 
the world is that? Well, I still have 
a lot of English heritage in me, and 
wonky is a British term that I still 
use. In our Appalachian vernacular, 
it means “it ain’t working properly, 
i.e., something must have gone 
haywire!” I wasn’t totally surprised, 
though, as I had suspected since 
my triple bypass surgery back on 
December 14, 2020, that I wasn’t 
making good progress like those 
around me nor like others who had 
bypass surgery in the past. A month 
after my surgery, my surgeon said 

I would be like “brand new” in a 
year and ready for a hundred more 
years. I told him I’d be happy with 
ten. Even though I worked very 
hard at rehab and continued that 
work afterward, I could never get 
my strength and stamina back, and 
I slept way too much. The bottom 
line was I never did feel brand new, so 
something must have gone wonky.

Last April, I tried to convince my 
cardiologist that I was either over-
medicated, hadn’t healed properly 
or something else was amiss. I tried 
to convince him that I shouldn’t be 
that tired and sleepy all the time. I 
did get some good days, just not a 
lot of them. But, looking back on 
it, I probably overdid it and then 
paid the price for it. For example, 
in June, we held our camera club 
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Stonewall Jackson Lake sunset, Lewis County, July 29, 2022

picnic at a member’s farm with a 
beautiful lily-covered pond. I felt 
good that day, which happened 
to be very hot. I ended up in the 
sun way too long taking photos. 
Driving home, I hit the wall, and it 
took me several days to recover. No 
matter how bad I felt, I didn’t just 
collapse on the couch and vegetate. 
I tried staying as active as possible, 
mostly working in my garden. I did 
step back from my photography 
considerably as I often didn’t feel 
up to it, and I was leery of heading 
out by myself. I am blessed to 
have a good friend who took me 
out several times, mostly on short 
outings involved with his work. I 
decided to stop going to cardio 
therapy in May or June so I could 
have some energy to work in the 
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“I PRAY THAT THE eyes of your heart MAY 
BE ENLIGHTENED SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW 

WHAT IS THE HOPE OF HIS CALLING...” 
EPHESIANS 1: 18 (NIV)
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garden, as there were projects I 
wanted to complete. As the summer 
went on, I could feel myself 
regressing as I started to experience 
uncomfortable light-headedness 
and spacey feelings added to the 
lack of energy and continued 
erratic blood pressure readings.

On August 30th, I had a regularly 
scheduled cardiologist visit, and I 
again related my tale of woe. That 
led to a plan to keep a detailed diary 
for a few weeks to include tracking 
blood pressure, frequency of naps, 
and any abnormal symptoms. I 
mentioned that I had tabled my 
photography for the second straight 
year, but I had hoped I could go to 
the mountains and shoot some in 
the approaching fall. The doctor 
indicated that I should be able to 
go, not do anything over-strenuous, 
and not head out someplace by 
myself where no one knows where 
I am. So, the next day on my 
birthday, I packed a lunch and 
headed for the Red House/Deep 

Creek, Maryland area. I didn’t 
make it to Deep Creek. I stopped 
at a few places here and there to 
take some photos on terrain where 
I didn’t need to exert myself. Then 
I found a nice sunflower field and 
decided to stop. The owner lived 
beside it, and I got permission to 
walk around. Due to the direction 
of the sunlight, I decided to walk 
up a slight grade that went for 
several hundred yards. It didn’t 
look too daunting. About halfway 
up, I started to experience pain 
in my back between my shoulder 
blades. I knew right away what it 
was. It was the same pain I often 
experienced the year before my 
bypass surgery. I stopped to rest 
for a while and then slowly walked 
back to my car and headed home. 
I had proved to myself that my 
heart had some serious issues.

When I got home, I didn’t go to 
the ER because I was feeling better. 
I sent my cardiologist a message as 
it was past office hours, hoping he 

would see it soon. Unfortunately, 
it was coming into Labor Day 
weekend, and I didn’t hear anything 
until the following week when I 
got a message saying I was being 
scheduled for a stress test. For a 
brief few moments, I was pleased: 
finally, some action that should 
have been taken much earlier in 
my so-called recovery. But I was at 
least relieved that maybe we could 
finally find out what was wrong. 
Then I saw that the test wasn’t going 
to take place until October 24th. 
I was disappointed that it seemed 
so far out, which meant that my 
activity would have to be very 
limited to be on the safe side. Sadly, 
I realized I would have to scrap 
my fall photography plans for the 
third year in a row and would also 
have to scrap additional gardening 
plans I had for the fall. However, 
I did feel if I worked slowly, a few 
hours a day here and there, I could 
finish some projects that I started 
back in the summer. Thankfully, I 

l-r: Farm Pond at Club Picnic Site, Southern Upshur 
County, June 25, 2022. Sunflower Farm near Red 
House, MD, August 31, 2022
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was able to do that. But I had a huge decision to make. 
When all this came to a head in late August, I was 

starting to prepare for our Band of Brothers’ ‘Help Us 
Help Kids’ annual Christmas campaign. The week before 
my birthday, I had sent the photos off to the printers 
for our annual West Virginia Scenic Calendar, which 
we use to help raise money for the project. It is a project 
that consumes most of my time from early September 
through December. Not feeling well and believing 
there could be something serious going on, I was in a 
quandary as to what to do. It is a project that takes a 
lot of time and effort. I was concerned about whether 
I could do what I had done in past years. Everyone 
would understand if I cancelled it, considering my age 
and health situation. However, it would have broken my 
heart if I had not taken it on. I love the Lord so much 
and have felt for a long time that this is His will for me 
so that His light can shine through my brothers and me. 
I didn’t want to let Him down, and I didn’t want to let so 
many less fortunate children down. I needed guidance.

At that point, I did the most important thing I could 
do. I prayed on it. For most of my life, I prayed for the 
Lord to come and make me successful in whatever it was 

WV Summer Wildflowers: Daisies in Barbour County, 
Common Bull Thistles in Upshur County, and Canada 
Lilies in Pocahontas County
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I decided I wanted to do. They were what I now call “my 
will prayers” be done. I now pray “His will prayers” and 
ask for guidance on what He wants of me. During my 
time of prayer and reflection over several days, I thought 
about our past campaigns and how my human nature 
made me worry about how could we accomplish all we set 
out to do? Then only to watch Him in action and amaze 
us when we invite Him to direct us. I’m often reminded 
of 2020, the year of COVID lockdowns, and we had no 
idea how we would raise money, let alone whom to bless. 
He knew, and it led us to raise a record amount (in the 
$50,000 range), and we could bless residents in thirty-
nine North Central West Virginia nursing homes and 
the VA Nursing Home. That did it for me, “For with 
God nothing will be impossible” (Luke 1:37 NKJV).

Being reminded that all things are possible with God, 
I had my answer, let’s get started. Looking back on it, 
I am glad my stress test was set for October 24th, as it 
allowed me to do what I needed to do effectively and to 
put things into motion. I quickly enlisted my brothers 
and some other kind souls to action in our goal to help 
those less fortunate during the holidays. Every year 
brings its own set of unique challenges. This year, we 
faced record inflation causing skyrocketing prices which 
made the demand for help significantly higher. We 
heard from various charitable groups that demand had 
tripled during this year’s holidays (Thanksgiving through 
Christmas). We set a goal to raise $40,000 during these 
difficult economic times. We identified about twenty 
organizations that work directly to help those in need:

• Many were local
• Some were regional and state-wide
• A few were missionaries who helped those in 
 need in faraway places.

We kicked off our efforts with a chicken dinner sale 
to support a Kentucky community ravaged by horrific 
flash flooding that included significant loss of life. We 
called this effort ‘For the Kids of Kentucky.’ When 

southern West Virginia experienced its devastating 
floods seven years ago, we heard of many Kentucky 
groups coming to our aid. We felt it important to be 
there in their time of need. We provided funding for 
church groups to clean, help rebuild, and feed people 
during Thanksgiving and Christmas and to buy 
Christmas gifts for their kids. We were humbled to play 
a small part in that extraordinary effort that led one 
grateful person to say thank you for “restoring our souls.” 

While this work was going on, we worked hard to get 
a start on selling one thousand calendars and raising 
the money to help us reach our goal. Even though the 
time from early September to October 24th seemed 
to go fast, there were days I thought I wasn’t going 
to physically make it. However, I believe God knew I 
needed something to keep my mind off of how bad I felt. 
My stress test finally took place, and I flunked big time, 
which led to a cardiac catheterization the following week. 
I was shocked, well maybe not, to learn that two of my 
three bypasses had failed. Talk about wonky. That was 
an understatement! No wonder I could barely make it 
through the day. However, I am so happy I went on that 
birthday outing to the mountains. Without that present 
(getting my cardiologist to realize something might be 
really wrong), I could still be struggling or worse. But the 
good news is one of the bypasses would accept a stent. 
While the second one could not, I can say that I felt 
much more normal than long before my initial surgery 
two years ago. While I might not be “like brand new,” as 
my surgeon remarked a couple years ago, I’ll gladly take 
my refurbished condition and say, “Thank you, Jesus.”   

With renewed energy, I was ready to refocus on our 
‘Help Us Help Kids’ project. We were surprised by 
how quickly calendars began selling this year, and by 
early December, we were sold out. That was a first. On 
the other hand, donations started slowly but picked 
up steam as we moved into mid-October. We went 
into November at almost $26,000, and by the end of 
the month, we finished around $38,000, which was 
just short of our goal. Then by mid-December, after 
several large donations, we jumped to $48,000, well 
above our goal. This allowed us to extend our reach far 
beyond what was initially planned. By mid-month, we 
were able to disperse checks to twenty organizations 
that directly support those in need. While many 
kids at risk of receiving nothing did receive presents 
at Christmas, we funded considerably more food 
distribution efforts this year. The feedback we received 
from the various groups we assisted was humbling, 
heartwarming, and sometimes heartbreaking. When 

This is the confidence 
WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT 

IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS 
WILL, HE HEARS US.  AND IF WE KNOW 

THAT HE HEARS US—WHATEVER WE ASK—
WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE 

WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 
1 John 5:14-15 (NIV)
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volunteers take presents to the door, and a child 
asks if they brought some food, it breaks your heart.

Similarly, it does when you show up with bags or 
boxes of food, and you see a child trying to hide some 
of that food. We have learned that kids will hoard 
food for those times when hunger sets in. Fortunately, 
the caring groups we work with try to ensure those 
families do not go without food deliveries for too long.

We initially dispersed $46,000 of what we had 
collected, holding back a couple thousand for 
contingencies that arise during the year, which we do 
every year. Then right after Christmas, we received a 
couple more wonderful donations that took our grand 
total to $51,500. The timing of that was perfect, as 
two new urgent needs surfaced: one resulting from a 
house fire where a family of four lost everything and 
the other to help fund a much-needed food/nutrition 
program in the far reaches of our county. It is amazing 
how those funds became available just at the time when 
they were needed. I love God’s perfect timing, once 
again proving that “all things are possible with God.”

So here we are, it is early February, and God has taken 
me and my Band of Brothers on another incredible 
journey as we try to live out our faith. Back in mid-

Band of Brothers’ Chicken Dinner raised $4,500 for the ‘Kids of 
Kentucky,’ specifically those of Topmost, a community devastated by 
flash floods in the Summer of 2022
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summer, I was broken goods bodily-wise. Only I knew 
that my heart was wonky in a physical sense. But 
spiritually, my heart was strong and has been since I 
was saved almost eight years ago. I am blessed to be a 
part of our fellowship group, as my brothers play a huge 
part in my faith journey. I marvel at their individual 
ministries and their love of serving the Lord. They are 
incredible role models who have taught me so much, 
and they have been there so many times for me.

I’ll share one story of the journey. In October, I was 
on a state-wide Saturday morning radio show where a 
friend invited me to join him to get the word out on 
our ‘Help Us Help Kids’ project. Early in the broadcast, 
the host asked, “Who is this group called the Band of 
Brothers?” I replied, “We are a small group of a dozen 
Christian men from several different churches in Upshur 
County who love the Lord and love to serve Him. We 
came together ten years ago for a Bible study that we call 
Fellowship Friday, and we meet at 6:30 a.m.” Surprised, 
he remarked, “6:30 a.m.?” I told him that some of the 
brothers are still working while the rest are retired. Then 
he wanted to know about our ‘Help Us Help Kids’ 
project and the role of the calendar. He also asked, 
“Who is in charge of the group?” I told him, “Jesus, 

we follow His lead and do what we do for His glory.” 
It was a good opportunity to share who we are, what 
we do, and how we do it. On my way home, my phone 
rang, and a gentleman said he had listened to the show 
and was led to call and commit $500 to our project. 
He met his commitment. This is just one example of 
how “God makes things possible” for our project.

Before I close this testimony, I want to emphasize 
that we are just ordinary people who love the Lord. 
We love to study His word and apply it to our lives per 
His calling for us individually. We do what we do so 
His light can shine through us. It is not for our glory 
but His. It is what fuels our faith journeys. If you live 
locally and want to join us, e-mail me at alanandliva@
aol.com. You and your friends can begin a similar faith 
journey by forming a small group of men or women 
or both, committing to meeting regularly to study 
and discuss His Word, and inviting the Lord to guide 
you. With Him, nothing is impossible! That’s what we 
did, and ten years later, we are still going strong, all 
because of Him.  If you have questions, don’t hesitate 
to e-mail me. God bless you, and may 2023 be a 
year where His light will shine through you brightly. 

A gift to the Heart & Hand 
House, Barbour County

A gift to the Upshur Grand Families Program  

Cover Photo: Upshur County Backroad, August 13, 2022

A gift to the Upshur County School System for “At Risk Kids”

A gift to the Upshur Parish 
House 

A gift to Tyrand Ministries, 
Randolph County 
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Glory Magazine

For, lo, the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone;

The flowers appear on the earth; 
the time of the singing of birds 

is come, and the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land;

The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the 
vines with the tender grape give a good smell. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

Song of Solomon 2:11-13 KJV


